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Page in tbree columns, written on botb sides, from a codex 

o/ a ''Moralia" by Saint Gregory tbe Great O. R. Asendo). 

(c. 770-780). 

HISTORY 

The Archivo de la Real Chancillería de Valladolid (Ar­
chives of the Royal Chancellery of Valladolid) keeps 
mainly those documents produced by two bodies which 
existed at diff erent times but which had the same mis­
s ion of administering justice: the Tribunal de la Real

Audiencia y Chancillería de Valladolid (Tribunal of the 
Royal Court and Chancellery of Valladolid, 1371-1834) 
and the Audiencia Territorial de Valladolid (Valladolid 
Regional Court, 1834-1989). 

Both bodies produced abundant documentation with a 
wealth of records in which lawsuits predominate. The in­
formation they contain is of very special interest far trac­
ing a history of changing mentalities, as the society's 
moral codes are clearly manifested in the approach and 
solutions to questions reflected in these fon�. 

The Tribunal de la Real Audiencia y Chancillería is Cas­
tile's oldest court of justice and .survived without a break 
from 1371 to 1834. 

During the Middle Ages sovereignty was characterised by 
the fact that the king, as sovereign, was the instrument 
guaranteeing peace and justice, and the exercise of jus­
tice was pre-eminent amongst all the monarch's attri­
butes. From the earliest times of the Asturian monarchy, 
the King had the custom of listening to anyone who 
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Agreement draum up between tbe Monastery of San Benito de Sabagún 
and various prívate individuals on lande/ose to Cofiñal (León). 

978, October, 7 (s.l.). 

pleaded his case befare him, but as lands and vassals 

grew in number, the administration of justice exercised 

directly by the King got more difficult. Rulers then began 

to delegate the administration of justice to the clergy or 

the nobility -who formed the Coµrt- and later to al­

caldes and regidores (local authorities) acting on their 

behalf, though they always reserved supreme jurisdiction 

and intervened directly in the appeals. The King and his 

Court carried out political and judicial functions without 

distinction, though these two fields gradually took shape 
and carne to constitute clearly differentiated institutions, 

those devoted to the administration of justice and those 

responsible far counselling the King's government. Thus 

an event of special importance during the reign of Alfon­
so X the Wise was the appointment in the Cortes (Parlia­

ment) of Zamora in 1274 of 26 judges of which 23 were 

Alcaldes de Corte, who would be responsible in the first 

instance far matters arising in the King's Court, and three 

Alcaldes de las Alzadas who were assigned to the appeals 

against sentences by the rest of the kingdom's judges. 

This was the origin of the Tribunal de la Real Audiencia 

y Chancillería. 

In the Cortes of Toro of 1371, Henry II of Castile issued 

the ordinance far the administration of justice, organised 

2 

the tribunals and decided their respective powers and es­
tablished a judicial arder in which lawyers predomina­

ted, although the king was still the source of justice and 

the centre of ali civil and criminal jurisdiction. These 

Cortes gave shape to the Audiencia (Lawcourt), made up 

of seven oidores (judges) who were to meet with the 

king, but indications were given far how the hearing 

could be held if he were not present. From this moment, 

when the tribunal could meet without the king, an inde­

pendent tribunal was on the way. 

FOUNDA110N OF THE ThmUNAL 

The Cortes of Toro ordained " . .. that tbere sbould be beld 

a bearing in our palace wben we were in tbe town, and 

we not being tbere and being there tbe queen my wífe, 

tbat it sbould be beld in her palace; and if tbe queen 

were not tbere, tbat it sbould be beld in tbe bouse of our 

cbief Cbancellor or in tbe cburch of tbe town or wberever 

our cbancellery sbould be, wberever it was believed that 

it would be beld most honourably". 



Thus the recently created Real Audiencia y Chancilleria 

began to operate without the king, though following him 

as the Royal Court moved. This was highly prejudicial to 

officials and litigants, for which reason the procurators 

petitioned the king for a definitive emplacement which 

would, they said, improve the working of the Tribunal. 
For this reason, in 1447 John II established Valladolid as 

the residence of the Audiencia y Chancílleria. 

In the fifteenth century the Reyes Católicos (Catholic Mo­
narchs), the creators of a modern monarchy, consolidat­

ed a new state based on a well organised bureaucracy 

which allowed them to assert their authority. This bu­

reaucracy extended to various aspects of life, since they 

reformed finance, founded a permanent army, created a 

stable diplomatic corps, gave structure to the govern­

ment of the realm and, what is most important for us, 

definitively organised the administration of justice. They 

also approved the ordinances for the Audiencia and the 

rest of the courts making it up and even for the archives: 

the ordinances of Cordoba of 1485, those of Piedrahita 

of 1486 and those of Medina del Campo of 29 March 

1489 configured the Real Audiencia y Chancilleria in 

such a way that they were the definitive and final ordi­

nances for this body. In addition, they served as a model 

for the creation of the Audiencia of Ciudad Real in 1494 

(later established in Granada in 1505) and of the Audien­

cias of the New World, especially those of Mexico and 

Lima. 

The government of the Chancilleria was directed by the 

President, assisted by the oidores, who when meeting 

constituted the Acuerdo. The President was an ecclesias­

tic in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and a lay­

man from then on. He was a leading expert on civil law, 

a trained jurist and an expert in laws of the Castilian ad­
ministration, as opposed to other presidents of tribunals 

in Spain and America who exercised as governors or as 

Account book of the printers Alejandro Cánova, 

Juan de junta, Gaspar Trechel and others. 
1530, Salamanca . 
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